A.R.T: ::We both know you would have opened the 
door anyways.:: 


Tarik: “Hi, SecUnit, have a moment to talk?” 
Murderbot: “Go ahead.” 


Tarik: “I know Peri’s probably already said who I am, 
but I wanted to introduce myself anyways. I’m really 
bad with names and faces, so I try to make sure I get 
to meet everyone so I’ll have less chance of mixing 
them up later. Sorry if that happens, just remind me 
and I’ll try to remember. I’ve just always been bad at 
recognizing people. Anyways, my name’s Tarik, no 
last name. I’m neomale, and my pronouns are 
he/him/his/himself. It’s nice to say hi. I just wanted to 
say thanks for saving my life, and say I’m sorry for the 
injuries, and I hope they heal well.” 


Murderbot: “You’re welcome. It wasn’t your fault I 
got hurt, but, thanks.” 


Tarik: “And I just wanted to double check, the 
pronouns are it/its/itself, right? I heard other people 
saying ‘it’, but I just wanted to make sure—” 


A.R.T: ::Are you accusing me of misgendering 
SecUnit?:: 


Murderbot: ::A.R.T., stop it. That was uncalled for.:: 


Tarik: “Peri, don’t do that! I didn’t even know you 
were listening And, no, I’m not accusing you of 
misgendering SecUnit, I just—” 


A.R.T.: ::You don’t trust me to know what SecUnit’s 
pronouns are?:: 


Tarik: [To Murderbot] “I’m sorry for offending you, 
SecUnit, I’ll just leave you alone.” 


Murderbot: “Hold on, Tarik, A.R.T.’s the one who’s 
offended, not me. It needs to mind its own business 
and shut the fuck up. I don’t want you to leave.” [To 
A.R.T.] “A.R.T., fuck off. Leave us alone. This is 
supposed to be a private conversation.” [To Tarik] 


“What did you want to ask me? Sorry about A.R.T. 
being an asshole.” [At Tarik’s confusion] “I call it 
Asshole Research Transport, since it didn’t tell me its 
name was Perihelion when we first met.” 


Tarik: “Ah.” 


Murderbot: “What were you saying before A.R.T. 
threw a fit?” 


Tarik: “Well...” [pause to wait for an interruption] 
Okay. It’s two things. First, I’ve heard other people 
just saying ‘it’, no other versions so far, so I wanted to 
ask if the pronouns are it/its/itself, or is it another 
variation?” 


Murderbot: [To Tarik] “Another variation?” [To A.R.T.] 
=: Fuck you.:: 


Tarik: “I used to know a neoenby whose pronouns 
were it/ita/its/(itaz)/itaself, and a man who’s pronouns 
were it/him/her/themself, and a woman who only use 
“it” for every pronoun. And a lot of other people who 
use it/its/itself. So I just wanted to check which set to 


use, so I wouldn’t use the wrong ones by mistake. I 
figured it would be more polite to ask directly, instead 
of going through the others. I really don’t like talking 
about people behind their backs, and I’d rather get 
pronoun info right from the source. No offence is 
intended to anyone.” 


Murderbot: “My pronouns are it/its/itself. What’s the 
second part?” 


Tarik: “Ah, well, I wanted to check; another neoenby I 
knew always wanted to be referred it as “it”, with no 
name, and never referred to as ‘you’, even when it 
was being spoken to directly. If one wanted to refer to 
it in particular, one’d say ‘the neoenby’, or if there 
was more than one neoenby in the group, ‘the 
neoenby with the constellation over its eye’. It always 
referred to itself in the third person. I wanted to 
check if that was something preferable. I’m fine with 
being called ‘you’, or by my name or pronouns, by the 
way.” 

Murderbot: “It’s okay to call me ‘you’.” I said, “I’ve 
never heard of someone using pronouns that way.” 


Tarik: “Not too many have, but I’ve met half a dozen 
at this point, so I like to double check with the person 
before I make assumptions, and I want to make sure 
everyone knows I’Il use their pronouns the way they 
want, even if it seems unconventional, or if other 
people have told them it’s too much of a hassle. Is it 
alright if I ask another question? I know how tiring it 
can be to be in a medchamber, I don’t want to tire you 
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out 
Murderbot: “Go ahead, I’m fine.” 


Tarik: “Are there any kinds of words you'd prefer I use 
to refer to you, and any words you want me to avoid? 
For instance, although I do identify as male, I prefer 
to be called a xan instead of a man, if it ever comes 
up. Are there any particular ways you want me to 
refer to you sort of like that?” 


Murderbot: “Uhhh...I don’t really know. I just know I 
don’t want to be referred to with anything involving 
human genders. My gender is indeterminate.” 


Tarik: “What do you mean exactly by ‘human 
genders’?” 


Murderbot: “Like, male and female, I don’t want to 
ever be called a man or a woman or anything to do 
with those.” 


Tarik: “Well... Female and male aren’t aren’t really 
‘human’ genders. They come from the old gender 
binary, but they’re not unique to humans. I’ve known 
a lot of bots who were male or female, but I think I 
understand what you mean.” 


Murderbot: “That’s impossible.” 
Tarik: “What’s impossible?” 
Murderbot: “Bots can’t have genders.” 
A.R.T.: :: You can’t be serious..:: 


Murderbot: ::SAut up.:: 


A.R.T.: :: That is not how gender works.:: 


Murderbot: ::I said shut up!:: 


A.R.T.: ::J’m literally nonbinary and 1 know that’s not 
how this works.:: 


Murderbot: ::Fuck off!:: 


Tarik: “Um, that’s really not true. What makes you 
think that?” 


Murderbot: “Bots don’t have penises or vaginas.” 


Tarik: “Well, that’s not really true either. True, bots 
can’t have purely organic versions like humans or 
constructs can, but there are mechanical 
approximations that can be made, and anyways, 
having or not having one of those kinds of gentalia 
doesn’t determine your gender. You can be any 
gender and have either a penis, or a vagina, or both, 
or something else entirely, or nothing at all. Gender is 
a lot more complicated than just checking what kind 
of genitals someone has. Anyone, including humans, 
bots, and constructs, can be any gender they want, 


regardless of what kind of genitals they do or do not 
have.” 


Murderbot: “That’s bullshit! You don’t know anything 
about it! You’re just a human! You don’t understand 
us!” 


Tarik: “I understand what my bot friends told me. And 
they made it very clear that their genders were real, 
regardless of whether or not they had the genitalia to 
‘match’. We had many hours-long conversations going 
into the details and talking about the theory.” 


A.R.T.: ::Did you seriously think that just because we 
both happen to use the same pronouns, that this was 
proof that all bots and constructs universally use 
those pronouns and are just as genderless as you are? 
I’m literally not even agender, I’m just nonbinary. I 
personally know dozens of bots of all kinds who all 
use all kinds of pronouns and are all kinds of genders. 
Including the binary genders of male and female. 
What about the transports who gave you rides before 
you met me? And all the other bots who helped you 
escape? Did you seriously not ask them for their 


pronouns? Did you really just assume they all used 
it/its too?:: 


Murderbot: “If gender isn’t determined by your 
genitals, then how do you know what gender you 
are?” 


Tarik: “Think of it this way; if you magically woke up 
one day in a completely different body, would your 
gender suddenly stop being indeterminate?” 


Murderbot: “No, of course not.” 


Tarik: “Exactly! You know what your gender is 
regardless of what your body is actually like. 
Sometimes, people dislike the way their body is, and 
they want to change it to better represent their 
gender, but their gender is already real, even before 
they make any physical changes, if they make any at 
all. Genitals aren’t a requirement for having a gender, 
and lacking them isn’t a requirement for not having a 
gender. As far as I know, there’s no such thing as a 
gender unique to humans.” 


A.R.T.: :: Your gender wouldn’t have changed if you’d 
taken me up on my offer to give you genitals to 
disguise you as a human. I assumed you knew that.::: 


Murderbot: [To Tarik] “Sorry for saying your friends 
genders were fake.” 


Tarik: “Thank you for the apology. I’m glad I was able 
to help you understand. A.R.T., could I have a chair, 
please? Thanks.” 


Murderbot: ::A.R.T. ...What are you doing?:: 
A.R.T.: :: What?:: 


Tarik: “So, now that we have that confusion out of the 
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Way... 
Murderbot: ::What is wrong with you?:: 
A.R.T.: :: Nothing is wrong with me.:: 


Tarik: “Besides man, male, boy, guy, dude, woman, 
female, girl, gal, and dudette, and other things like 


that, are there any other specific gender terms you at 
least know you want me to avoid?” 


Murderbot: “Um. Can I...Get back to you on that? I’m 
suddenly feeling really tired.” 


Tarik: “Oh! Yes, of course, you need your rest. Thank 
you for the conversation, it was really nice meeting 
you. Maybe we can talk some more some other time 
when you’re feeling better.” 


Murderbot: “You too.” 
A.R.T.: ::Let’s watch Worldhoppers again.:: 


Murderbot: “Okay,” 


